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and written probably in the time of the Crusades.
There one Ganelon is the traitor ; and Roland, after
doing wonders in the Pass with his sword Durindana,
dies, not of wounds, but of exhaustion, using almost
his last breath to blow the terrible blast of his horn.
Story and song, more than there is space to mention,
clustered round the name of Roland, alike in Brit-
tany, Germany, France, and Italy, all that had made
common cause under Karl the Great—Carlomagno, or
Charlemagne.
Spain must needs have its shai-e. • The traditions
only remembered that el Rey Carlos had crossed
the mountains as a victor, and been attacked on his
retreat. So the treachery of the Basques of Aqui-
taine was magnified into a national resistance of the
Spaniards to the invasion of the French. The little
kingdom was made to include Leon, as no doubt it
did when the ballad was composed; and the king,
instead of the obscure Silo, who really was Karl's ally,
became Alfonso, the son of Froila, whom Adosinda
had adopted, he being true heir and future king. A
national hero was likewise found in Bernardo del
Carpio, the offspring of a stolen marriage between
Sancho Diaz, Count of Saldanha, and Ximena, the
king's sister. Alfonso placed his sister in a convent,
and kept the count in a dungeon in the castle of Luna,
but bred up their son Bernardo at Oviedo. According
to ballad lore, Alfonso invited el Rey Carlos, pro-
mising to make him his heir ; but Bernardo raised the
spirit of the nation, and attacked the Frankish host at
Roncesvalles. He even was said to have found Roldan
invulnerable to lance or dart, and therefore to have
actually squeezed him to death within his brawny

